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The Delphi Opera Exterior Façade Looks Stunning!
By Joe Mayfield

Did you notice some exterior work going on at the Delphi
Opera House? Last fall we received a grant from the Carroll
County Community Foundation, which along with matching
funds from the Delphi Façade Improvement Program and
private contributions, the total cost was covered for this vitally
important painting project. The last time the beautiful trim
was painted was in 2007. We hope the smiles that were on the
faces of those who first saw the stunning Delphi Opera House
in 1865 will again be on our patron’s faces when we reopen
later this summer.

a sincere thank you
The Delphi Preservation Society would like to sincerely thank
the Carroll County Community Foundation for our Delphi
Opera House Façade Restoration Grant. The completed
facade, with its bright historic colors is a stunning sight to
behold. The fact that it would look brand new 155 years after
its first opening is a testament to the profound impact
resources provided by the Community Foundation can have in
Carroll County. The Delphi Preservation Society has deep
respect for the Community Foundation and its vital work and
is indeed grateful for the money provided to us for this project.
Thank you.

Delphi Preservation Society receives an Indiana Humanities
CARES Grant and a City of Delphi Small Business Resilience Grant
By Joe Mayfield

Receiving the Indiana Humanities CARES Grant and the City of
Delphi’s Small Business Resilience Grant was crucial support to the
survival of the Delphi Preservation Society during this unprecedented
time. We had many plans for 2020 until the pandemic of COVID-19
put a halt to all programming and dramatically decreased private
funding for the organization. As the owner of the wonderfully
restored Delphi Opera House, our commitment to its continuing
success for the long term is unwavering. The expenses which keep the
lights on, heat and cool it, and keep it insured are never ending. A
portion of these two grants will help cover those ongoing expenses.
In September 2020 we are planning for an Historic Home Tour in

Delphi. Previous home tours have been so well received that we are
continually asked, " When is the next one?" Walking through these
late 1800 and early 1900 houses is like time travel into the history of
Carroll County. Look for more information in July! The Delphi
Preservation Society is very appreciative of our receipt of these two
grants. With this vital help and continued income from our
members, friends and businesses renting space, we plan to push
forward and continue our work in Delphi and Carroll County.
Thank you Indiana Humanities, the City of Delphi and all our
members, friends and business associates!
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June 30, 2020
Dear Delphi Preservation Society Members and Friends
Half the year is over and all I can say is, “This has not been
fun.” This has been a stressful time for all of us. Giving to
DPS is down dramatically, businesses that rent space from
us have been in what can only be called a “life-or-death”
struggle, and people are hurting. In these unprecedented
times, I want to assure you, DPS is still working hard to
fulfill our mission. As you will see in this newsletter, we
have secured two grants of $5,000 each, which are
designated to cover operational expenses. These grants are
extremely helpful because utilities, repairs, and insurance
must be paid even in a pandemic! We are now working on
a grant application to purchase awnings and UV protective
film for the front entrance of the Opera House. This will
reduce heat transmission, and substantially reduce UV
damage. And, no matching money is required!

Indiana Landmarks has just released
“Rescued and Restored”

For the second half of the year we are cautiously making
plans for resuming activities. We are working closely with
the Opera House and their re-opening plans and we are
continuing to plan for our September 26th Historic Home
Tour. (Always considering the possibility of a pandemic
prompted postponement.)

The DPS board is asking each of you to please renew your
membership when it comes due, and to consider us for a
The new book wonderfully highlights more than 50 rescued and special donation to help continue our important
restored "saves" in which Indiana Landmarks has played a preservation and restoration projects and to build for the
significant role. The book is filled with beautiful photographs and future.
By Joe Mayfield

a brief history of each property. Delphi Preservation Society will
have this fine "coffee table" book for sale in the Gallery of If you would like to renew or donate, please send your
Contemporary Art next to the Opera House. Carroll County is check to Delphi Preservation Society, P.O. Box 161,
in it! Pages 108, and 109. It is at a very reasonable $30.00. Delphi, Indiana 46923.
Please add Donation,
Many of you may have been to the "Save" on the cover!
Membership, or Capital Campaign to the memo line. If
Indiana Landmarks has just released "Rescued and you
Restore
would like to join the Delphi Preservation Society, and

have internet access, please go to our website
at delphipreservationsociety.org and choose "About," then
choose "Become a Member" and download the PDF
version of our membership form, enclose the form, a
check, address and send it in. Easy!
Thank you so very much for your support,
Joe Mayfield, President

save the date
Remember to mark September 26th on your calendar for our
2020 Historic Home Tour but check Facebook or our Website
August 1st to see if we had to cancel because of Covid 19.
We hope not !

